Collection Development Policy of the Douglas Library North Canaan, CT
 (updated 7/27/2023)
Philosophy and Scope of the Collection 

The Douglas Library procures materials, in a variety of popular formats, which support 

it’s function as information source for the needs of North Canaan and the surrounding area. The collection also serves the popular and recreational needs of the general public. 
Customer use is the most powerful influence on the Library’s collection. Circulation, 

customer purchase requests and holds levels are all closely monitored, triggering the 

purchase of new items. The library also strives to integrate new material that reflects social justice, diversity, equity and inclusion.
Inherent in the collection development philosophy is an appreciation for each customer of the Douglas Library. The Library provides materials to support each individual’s journey, and does not place a value on one customer’s needs or preferences over another’s. The Library upholds the right of the individual to access information, even though the content may be controversial, unorthodox or unacceptable to others. 

Materials for children and teenagers are intended to broaden their vision, support 

recreational reading, encourage and facilitate reading skills, supplement their educational 

needs, stimulate and widen their interests, lead to recognition and appreciation of literature and reflect the diversity of the community. The reading and viewing activity of children is ultimately the responsibility of parents, who guide and oversee their own children's development. The Douglas Library does not intrude on that relationship. Selection of library materials, in this and other collections, will not be restricted by the possibility that materials may inadvertently come into a child’s possession.
Selection Criteria  

Staff use their training, knowledge and expertise along with the 

following general criteria to select materials for the collection: 

Relevance to interest and needs of the community
Extent of publicity, critical review and current or anticipated demand 

Current or historical significance of the author or subject 

Local significance of the author or subject 

Relevance to the existing collection’s strengths and weaknesses 

Reputation and qualifications of the author, publisher or producer, with 

preference generally given to titles vetted in the editing and publishing 

industry 

Suitability of format to Library circulation and use 

Date of publication 

Price, availability and Library materials budget 
Some materials are chosen for the purpose of updating specific subject areas to ensure that resources are available, up to date, and reliable.  


Some of the professional reviews used in selection include: Library Journal, Booklist, New York Times Book Review, Publishers Weekly, Kirkus online Reviews.
Freedom to Read/Intellectual Freedom:  the freedom to read, hear or view is protected by the First Amendment of the US Constitution and shall not be restricted or abridged based on the content or viewpoint expressed in the materials in the Douglas Library collection.  
Customer Recommendations 

Customers may request items the Library does not own. Each request is reviewed for 

inclusion in the collection or for loan through Interlibrary Loan. Staff determines the best 

method for delivery of materials using the selection criteria. 

Collection Management 

Philosophy of Collection Management: 

The Library’s collection is a living, changing entity. As items are added, others are 

reviewed for their ongoing value and sometimes withdrawn from the collection. Great 

care is taken to retain or replace items that have enduring value to the community. 

Decisions are influenced by patterns of use, and the holdings of other libraries that may specialize in a given subject matter. The Library Director reviews the collection regularly to maintain its vitality and usefulness to the community. 

The Douglas Library disposes of materials that have been withdrawn according to the criteria for weeding and withdrawal outlined below. The Friends of the Library serves as an instrument for the Library, reselling and redistributing Library materials that are withdrawn from the collection or donated to the Library and designated by the Library for resale. 

Criteria for Weeding and Withdrawal 

The following criteria are used in selecting materials for withdrawal:  

Damage or poor condition

Relevance to the needs and interest of the community 

Accuracy and timeliness 

Low circulation
Out of date information
The CREW method is utilized (Continuous Review, Evaluation, and Weeding) and is a professional guide for reviewing and withdrawing materials at public libraries. 
Sale of withdrawn items will be carried out in the manner most advantageous 

to the Library. Staff will deposit the proceeds from the sale of items back 

into the library’s discretionary account. 

Gifts 

The Douglas Library accepts donations of books and other materials. The 

Library retains the authority to accept or reject gifts. Library staff and/or 

representatives of the Friends make all decisions as to the use, housing 

and final disposition of donations. The Library does not evaluate or appraise gift 

materials for tax purposes. 

 Douglas Library welcomes residents’ expression of opinion concerning materials purchased. Anyone who wishes to request that a specific item be reconsidered for inclusion in the collection is asked to complete a Request for Reconsideration Form, which is available upon request by contacting the Library Director. Once received, the Library Director will review the item in its entirety and within the framework of this policy. When a decision has been made regarding the retention or removal of the material, the Director will inform the individual in writing. Appeals may be requested by submitting a written request to the Library’s Board of Trustees. All Board decisions are final. Materials under review remain in the collection during the reconsideration process.

In the interest of protecting the individual’s right to have access to materials, the Library supports the following documents:

· First Amendment of the Constitution
· Library Bill of Rights – Adopted June 19, 1939. Amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; February 2, 1961; June 23, 1980; January 29, 2019; inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 23, 1996, by the ALA Council.

· The Freedom to Read Statement – Adopted June 25, 1953; amended January 28, 1972; January 16, 1991; July 12, 2000; June 30, 2004, by the ALA Council and the AAP Freedom to Read Committee.

 

